Tribal Languages of Ladakh—I 



NUMERAL SYSTEM 

Murdock (1945: 124) is perhaps right when he states that 
the numeral system in any language is perhaps the one which is 
comparatively more constant than other systems and can also be 
more exactly compared with languages of the same family or of 
different families. Moreover, number names, by common consent 
are the oldest and the best defined words of a language, as 
mathematics is undisputably the oldest of the sciences. 

Sources of Numerals in Brok-skad: An analysis of 
numerals in it clearly shows that the main source of these 
numerals is Indo-Aryan. Although counting of numerals higher 
than twenty as in A.A. is based on vigecimal system, yet the 
basic units are all the same as in LA. system (see below). 

Classification: Syntactically, numerals share the position of 
qualifiers and are, therefore, a sub-category of adjectives. Formal 
classes of this class of words are- (1) Cardinals, (2) Ordinals, (3) 
Aggregatives, (4) Fractional, (5) Multiplicatives, and (6) Approxi- 
matives. The structure and function of all these may be presented 
as under: 

Cardinals 

As in other languages in this too the function of this class 
of numerals is to count objects, animate or inanimate. Moreover, 
in this the cardinal numerals have two fold function, (1) that of 
an attribute and (2) that of a substantive. With regard to their 
function as qualifiers it may be mentioned that in it these are 
used both, attributively and predicatively (see Adj.). However, 
the numeral for one' is not generally used as a nominal qualifier. 
It, whenever used, indicates the sense of the indefinite article. 
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Numerals which are less prone 


to changes, also attest 


close affinity between these two varieties of Dardic speeches ( 


the Shina group. 
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yek 


two du 


du 


three tra 


tre 


four cor 


char 


five punc/pur|s 


pon 


six sa 


sa 


seven sat 


sath 


eight ast 


asth/ats 


nine nua 


nau 


ten das 


dah 


eleven ko-das 


ka 


twelve budesu 


bah, etc. 


twenty bisa 


bi 


thirty bis das 


bija dai 


fourty du bis 
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fifty du bisi das 


du bio ga dai 
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